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7 ͤĩ³˙ VA 
2 TIM. Chap. 1. U 7. 


Fir God hath not given us the Spirit of Fear, 
but of Power 5 and of Love, and of a ſound 
Mind. 3 | 


DESDE H O theſe Words may at firſt view 
Ne ſeem to be confined to the Apoſtoli- 
RET NE cal Times; when the extraordinary 
v3 25 Gifts of God (one of which is men- 
N tion'd in the preceding ver. 6. 


he ſame exalted Senſe of miraculous Gifts, but 
agreably to the ſtanding diſpenſation of Grace 
In the Chriſtian Religion. For tho? in the ſettled 
times of Chriſtianity, there is not that occaſion for 
miraculous Gifts as there was at the firſt Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel; yet the conſtant Exigencies 
i the Church require ſome degrees of aſſiſtance 
bf the Bleſſed Spirit, and the whole Body of Chri- 


their Lord and Head, namely, that 
le will be with them alway, even unta 


he end of the World, 


Matt. 28. 20. | 
K 


. — 
LY 


D IG PMS PIES V 


lans have a Covenant-Title to the Promiſe of 4! 


ties of our reſpective Stations, that are the juſt 08 


4) 


Taking therefore the words of the Text in t 
utmott Latitude they are capable of, I ſhall 


I. Enquire in what true Courage conſiſts. |, 
God hath not given us the Spirit of Fear, by 
of Power, CCC ͤ ð no 


II. I (hall ſhew, that Chriſtianity lays the fou 
dation of the trueſt Courage. God hath u 
given us, that is, us Chriſtians, the Spirit i 
„„ i 


And III. I ſhall evince, that true Chriſti 
Courage is attended with Love and a ſoun 
Mind. for God hath given us the Spirit | 
Love and of a ſound Mind, o 
After which, I ſhall conclude with an Applic 
tion of the whole to the preſent Solemnity. 


Hrſt, Jam to enquire in what true Cours 
conlifts. e,, Ta 
In general it muſt be acknowledged to be a Vi 
tue that diſpoſes the Perſon poſſeſſed of it, to for 
excellent Deſigns, and to purſue them with Re 
lution and Intrepidity, notwithſtanding any D. 
ficulties that may ſeem to deter him. It is 1 
neceſlary indeed, that the End propoſed by a M. 
of Fortitude, ſhould always be ſome mighty Et 
terprize that will make ſome Noiſe in the Worl 
for that perhaps may be out of his Sphere, and b 
yond his Abilities to attain. But the End prop 
ſed muſt be always conſider'd as the beſt thing 
is capable of performing. It is therefore the Vi 


 jeQs of our rational Courage and moral . 


— 

ſe need not labour to find out imaginary Diffi- 
ulties to encounter, ſince there are real ones e- 
ough in all aſſignable Circumſtances of hum an 
fe, that demand all our force and ſteadineſs of 
ind to engage, 1n order to diſcharge the Duties 
four ſeveral Poſts ia the World and our Relati- 
ns to one another, A ſmall Experience of Man- 
ind will 1nftrutt us, that to dare to do what is in 
umbent on us, in oppoſition to the Allurements of 
enaces of thoſe that always make up the Majori- 
of the World, requires all the ſuccours of Reaſon, 
nd vigour of Reſolution. So that Courage ought. 


tao really to be conſider'd as a mere ſingle Virtue, 
vun ot as a Grace that has a very wide and diffuſive 
it Wfuence on all other Virtues, that quickens their 


otions, and animates them with new Life and 

pirit; ſince in Fact it is impoſſible to be ſincerely 4 
irtuous in any one reſpect, without a firmneſs of ß 
ul proportionate to all thoſe Temptations that 
urround us. Applications may be ſo artfully made 
dthe Weakneſs and Corruptions of Mankind, as 


Vibe irreſiſtible by any but Men of true Courage 

forWnd greatneſs of Soul. And in this conſiſts the 
Lechrength of falſe Politicians, that they know how 

DIP addreſs themſelves to the ſeveral defects and In- 

5 1 


rmities of Men by ſuitable Temptations. The 
re very well apprized, that moſt Men leave ſome 
art of their Heart unguarded, and lie open to 
me particular Attack; 'tis therefore their pe- 
lar Buſineſs to make an Aſſault where there 
roh the leaſt Oppoſition. They find the generali- 

of Mankind are expoſed to ſollicitation by am 
moderate love of Money, or are caught by 
aſual Pleaſures, or are dazled with the. ſplendor. 
ot Honours and high Stations. And fince this 
 Viakuels is not confined to the lower part of the | 


World 


But the true Fortitude of a Mind well fixed 


World, but an Attempt is practicable on 6 
darling Paſſion of the great Vulgar as well as 
ſmall, the Bribe is only to be raiſed higher in p 
portion to the Quality and Station of thoſe that: 
to be thus ſeduced from Virtue and Goodne 
ITbis is a Frailty of Mind that is too often diſe 
ver'd in all the Affairs of Life, both of a priy; 
Retirement and a publick Station. For hum 
Nature is the very ſame thing in all the variety 
outward Circumſtances. And therefore, unl 
Men are armed with Reſolution and Courageſuf 
cient to give a brisk denial to the infinuation oft 

falſe Friend, and a vigorous Repulſe to the oy 
Enemy, all their boaſted Virtue is vain and in 
nificant, their Integrity lies at Mercy, and (to 
a Military expreſſion on this Occaſion) the whi 
Man is ſtormed in Breach, whilſt he is betray 
within, and mult therefore ſurrender at Diſcretic 


right Principles of Life, upon juſt and mature d 
liberation, will not only enable a Man to perfor 
his Duty, either of a Private nature, or for t 
Publick Service, agrecably to the Opportunities! 
forded him by Providence, but likewife to be 
with Patience the Odium of a virtuous Singular 
and to deſpiſe the Calumnies of Party-fury for ( 
ring to Act with ſincerity and Zeal, in defet 
of the common Interelt of the Body to which 
belongs. For that Courage is very imperfect tl 
cannot bear the ſhock of an il-natured Won 
Reſentment and Injury are to be expected by ent 
well- prepared Breaſt, as the uſual reward of 
charging our Duty in times of difficulty and Par 
Divilions. In that War of Fraud, Diſſimulati 
and Revenge that is generally carried on by 11 


* 


4- 
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ties, the Paſſive Valour is ſometimes as neceſſa- 
, 5 that of the Active Kind; As for the Unfor- 
nate Accidents of Life, a moderate degree of 
hiloſophy will give us a decent Conduct and to- 
able Eaſe; and a View of the uncertainty of the 
fairs of this Word, will contribute to a juſt Con- 
mpt of ſo fickle an Happineſs as is founded on 
hem. Theſe are indeed neceſſary Evils, the Yoke 
uſt be born tho? with a reluctant Neck, but Vo- 
ntarily to ſuffer Miſery, as the unavoidable Con- 
quence of adhering to a good Cauſe, requires an 
leroical degree of Courage; to take Pleaſure in 
proaches, and glory in Tribulation, is really Apo- 
olical ; to advance with an unaffected Compoſure 

Mind and Aſpect towards a Stake in View, 
hich may be declined by a ſmall compliance, is 
e height of Fortitude aſſiſted by a Divine Impulſe, 
id is a SpeFFacle worthy not only of Men and An- 
ls, but of God himfelt. DOE | 

From which Conſideration I naturally proceed 
) ſhew in the „ 
Second Place, that Chriſtianity lays the Foun- 


; bMWpt10n of the trueſt Courage. Fe 2 
ary It has been objected by Machiavel, that the Chri- 
ran Religion emaſculates to that degree the minds 
ſimple and well- meaning Men, by its Precepts 
ich exceſſive Goodneſs, as to deliver them up an 
ti guarded Prey to the malice of their Enemies. 
Won be Scoff likewiſe of Julian the Apoſtate fell on 


Ir Holy Faith for its Precepts of Suffering, when 
told the Chriſtians, that they ſhould be gratifi- 

| with that pleaſure of Suffering which their 
oſpel ſo often recommended to them. But theſe 
orie unjuft Aſperſions on the Chriſtian Religion, 
lich is very far from infufing Cowardice into 
ITS 


| (8) 
its Followers, and very far from forbidding the 
to inſiſt on their Legal Rights and Properties, 3 
to defend themſelves from the rage of their imp 
cable Enemies. Indeed the Sufferings of Chriſt 
ans are fo far from being an imputation on the 
Religion, that the greateſt Inſtances of Fortituc 
that ever the World ſaw yet, were given befo 
Chriſtianity was ſettled by human Laws. As th 
greateſt Courage was neceſſary to Propagate thi 
Chriſtian Religion, ſo the ſealing the truth of 
with the Blood of multitudes of its firſt Profeſſor 
was ſo far from being a mean and abjeQ thing 
that it required a degree of Magnanimity, in a 
Orders and Ranks of Chriſtians, that was litt 
known to the Wiſeſt and Greateſt Men in th 
Heathen World. But however different their C: 
became, when their Religion was embraced b 
the Roman Empire, and the Laws might be aj 
pealed to in their Favour, there was ſtill occaliv! 
for their Bravery of another kind, and an Actiy 
Courage, was much better ſuited to that hapy 
alteration of Affairs. They were then left to A 
as Men in a Community and protected by humat 


Laws, under the natural influence of that Fortituſ ft 
which is inſpired by true Chriſtianity, as before i... 
was very much owing to the ſuperiour Aſſiſtanq, 
of God's Holy Spirit. e * 
| Now it is very Evident that Chriſtianity le 
| many and great Advantages of infuſing Couragl;,; 
into the minds of its Profeſſors, above all oth: 
Inftitutions of Religion that have prevailed in ti e 
| World. It gives ſo full 4 Diſcovery of a Particulaf,, 
| Providence that mixes it ſelf with the moſt minuqpft 
Affairs, as well as the greateſt Tranſactions, the, 


| the firm belicf of being in the Divine Favour, 7 
— | rendel 


＋ 


7 


der the immediate Protection of fo kind and 


thefWwerful a Friend and Benefactor as God himſelf, 
, a neverfailing ſupport of a true Chriſtian under 
imp che Troubles and Misfortunes of Life. His aſ- 
brit ance likewiſe of the Grace of God, as being ever 


| thefW-:dy to enable him to perform the Moral Conditi- 


tus of the new Covenant, is a mighty Perſwaſive 
Xtq zexert his beſt Endeavours in a vigorous Concur- 
= bee with it. This will both rouze and ſtrength— 
e thi 


inward Aſſiſtance of ſo effectual a Fellow- work- 


lo; with him. If we add that Contempt of this 
nord, which is not only taught in Chriſtian Mo- 
115 ity, but is re- inforced with the greateſt energy, 
l 


the conſideration of that Life and Immortalily 


* obt, but that a genuine Chriſtian Will be ani- 

bed with a Spirit of Fortitude, that bears ſome 

10 roportion to the glory of that Future State for 
10 


ich he is here a Candidate, and with which the 
werelt Syfferings of this ſhort Scene are not worthy 


iz Courage of its ſincere Profeſſor to that ſublime 


i h ſegree, as to enable him to baniſh all anxious Fear 
I [che moſt formidable thing in the World, and I 
* eech not tell you that is Death it ſelf, For ye, that 


, ye Chriſtians, have not received the 
irit of Bondage again to Fear, The 
elt ot Mankind are juſtly faid to be all their Lifes 
me thro" fear of Death ſubject to Bondage; = 
ut the Chriſtian is taught to triumph en en 
wer Death and the Grave. And ſince the greateſt 


tdped to be a perfect Hero that is not afraid of the 
Jerrours 


all the Powers of his Mind, by the belief as well 


hich 1s brought to lig ht by the Goſpel, We {hall not 


e Compared. But above all, Chriſtianity exalts 


pc that one man can have over another, is that 
taking away his Life, ſurely he mult be acknow- 


To 


Terrours of the greateſt Wickedneſs acting in con- Wit 
junction with the greateſt Power; of thoſe, name. 
ly , that can kill the Body, and after 
that have no more that they can as: as 
being abſolurely convinced that either Death yy 
Life, nor any other Creature, ſhall be all 
8 to ſeperate him from the love of God whi 
39. od which 
is in Chriſt T:ſas our Lord, 

And it true Courage be ſo great an Ingredient 
in the compoſition of a Chriſtian, and at the ſame 
time his Religion obliges him conſcientiouſly to 
perform the ſeveral Duties of the Relations he 
bears to the World, certainly he mult diſcharge 
thoſe Duties with greater Vigour and Fidelity than 
the reſt of Mankind that are not influenced by 
ſuch powerful Principles. Not to detain you ar 
preſent with Inſtances of other Relations, the 
_ Chriſtian Migiſtrate is undes the ſtricteſt Obliga. 
tions poſſihle tro be uncorrupt, and diſtribute im. 
partial Juſtice ; if he acts agreably to his Function, 
he will not be awed by popular Clamours, nor 
regard the Madneſs of the People, but upon al 
proper occaſions will ſhew that he bears 
not the Sword in vain, and that he is 
Miniſter of God to execute Wrath upon him that aotih 
evil, „„ 5 | 
Ihirdly, IJ proceed to ſhew that true Chriſtian 
Courage is attended with Love and a found Mina. 

As to Love, we are aſſured no lets by Expert 

ence than Divine Revelation, that 50. 

Jahn 4. 18 Felt love caſteth ont fear, And this Qua. 

lity will appear to be effential to Love, whetlict 

we conſider that Fa ſſion with relation to God er 

Man, ſince the nature of Love is the ſa me upon 
whatever Object it is placed. 

With 
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Luke 12. 4 


Rom. 13. 4. 


( un) 
on. With regard to God, true Love will inſpire the 
me-Werſon that is endowed with it, with the moſt fer- 
nt Zeal for his Service, it will teach him to de- 
iſe all hazards for the ſake of the Goſpel, and e- 
en to lay down his Life with Joy for the Glory 
f God upon a juſt and proper Occaſion: Such 
as the warm temper of the firſt Chriſtians ; who 
haleſs they had been wholly influenced by Faith 
Lat works by Love, could never ſurely have been 
revailed with, to ſet out from Jeruſalem in profe- 
ution of a Deſign that was, humanly ſpeaking, 
unlikely to ſucceed as that of the Converſion of 
he World to the Chriſtian Religion. But the Love 
f Chriſt conſtrained them (as St. Paul ſpeaks) to en- 
bunter the greateſt Difficulties, and expoſe them- 
les to all poſſible Dangers with an undaunted 
ravery, in the Propagation of Chriſtianity Of 
hich we need no other account than 1s given us 
the genuine Acts of the Apoſties, and _ 
3 Pals . 1 Sue. 
ings, that ſhine with fo noble a Simplicity as to 
arry their own Atteitation along with them. 
Neither need we any other Proof of the 1nvincible 
ourage as well as ardent love of God by which 
he Primitive Chriltians diſtinguiſhed themſelves, 
an their readineſs to offer up their Blood in con- 
mation of their Holy Faith, and devote their 
ves a Sacrifice to the God of Truth; ſince Mar- 
rdom includes both thoſe Qualities in the higheſt 
egree of Perfection, and it mult be confeſſed that 
eaer Love, as well as Courage, has no Man than 
% lays down his Life for his Friend. FI 
As to our Brethren, it is certain we Chriſtians 
re obliged to conſider all Mankind in that Capa- 
ty, and to treat them with an univerſal Benevo- 


t 12 
lence. But principally the Honſhold of Fait, au 
Chriſtian Brethren demand our warmeſt Affe 
on, as Fellow-Members of the Body of Chriſt, ag 
Heirs with us of the fame Promiſes. If we wehe 
animated with the antient Spirit of ChriſtjaniMelp: 
we ſhould dare to revive the old diſtinguiſhir gc 

racter of Chriſtians , namely, that of Love: ers 
Character, almoſt intirely loft in theſe later dep to © 
nerate Ages, We ſhould then learn to bear wiftho 
greater Patience the infirmities of the Weak, aof: 
endeavour to reduce the Erroneous not with for 
and Violence and Perſecution, (which ever wen 
and ever will be Abſurd as well as Unchriſtian M 
thods of Conviction) but to enlighten their U 


derſtanding with Friendly Perſwaſives, and o! 
come their Prejudices by a kind treatment ot there 
Perſons, as well as by a dextrous application Nin 
Arguments ſuited to their Capacities WC 
As we are Members of the {ame civil Commuſi ol 
ty, we are enjoyned not to look every man on his offff ſor 
5 lhſings, but every mam alſo on the ti not 
ne of others; that is, to labour after a ti on! 
Publick Spirit. It cannot well be doubted f ior 
that as Chriſtienity promotes the Happineſs off In 
vate Perſons, it conſults the good of the Publ ber 
ſince the one is neceſſarily included in the oth Co 
Indeed the Love of the true publick Intereſt ci 
prehends the Love of all other Relations, ſincd "ig 
is ſuppoſed to purſue the beſt and molt proper i He 
thods of ſupporting both Church and State. | lon 
this generous Paſſion requires the greateſt Fog {ca 
tude both of the Active and the Paſhve Kind. 1 Co 
that are called by Providence to the Adminiſtrat 0D 
of Affairs, or are intruſted with the Executio kin 
the Liws of che Land, and are therefore obligeq m 


d, will frequently find the neceſſity of true Cou- 
age, in order to preſerve their own Integrity, 
protecting the Good, and puniſhing the Bad, 
preeably to the end of Government itſelf, More 
pecially at a time when Party-Piviſions run high, 
nd Rebellion threatens the Publick, all that ſin- 
erely love the Proſperity of our Sin, are obliged 
to exert themſelves in repreſſing the Inſolence of 
thoſe that are tainted with Sedition. Their love 
of the Publick will reach them to uſe aright in all 
part cular Cafes, the Power that is delegated to 
them, for the pretervation of che Property of inno- 
cen Subjects, and reducing to Order and Juſtice, 
thoſe that dare to diſturb the pubiick 1 ranquility. 
Perſons that are thus placed in eminent Stations, 
are obliged co At for the Publick Service: Ochers 
in more Private Circumſtances mult fer tor it. 
Calumny and Party-Scandal, require ſome degrees {| 
of Fortitude to bear them. But next to ſuftering 
for a good Conſcience in the Cauſe of Religion, the 
nobleit inſtance of Courage is given in expoling not 
only our Reputation and Fortunes, but our Lives, 
jor the Publick Good. To Die for one's Country, 
mean, for the preſervation of the Laws and Li- 
berties of it, as it requires the trueſt love of its 
Conſtitution, ſo the moſt conſummate Bravery and 
greatneſs of Soul. This is a Virtue that was 
lighly celebrated by the Wiſeſt of the ancient 


matters of a Civil Nature, excepting that it has rein- 


forced 
” OR. tos. 7 


| When the Mind is neither inflamed into the Feral © 


| ſtanding any Difficulties that may lie in the way 


Temper of Soul. We call ita Sou Mina, as if 
is ſuppoſed to enjoy all its rational Faculties! 


Diftempers. When (if I may ſo expres it) th 


too ſhort a duration to bring us to the End we pro- 


| ration and cvenneſs of Temper, which will born 


14 
forced the love of the Publick in its Profeſſors u 
der the ſtronger Obligations of pleaſing God, an 
their hopes of arriving at a better State, by a fl 
cere performance of their Relative Duties in th 
preſent one. 

That true Chriſtian Courage is attended like 
wiſe with a ſeurd Mind, will appear very obvious 
when we conſider the true import of that Expre 
ſion. By a Sound Mind, copemiauls in the QOrigi 
nal, is to be underftood, a ſober, equal, pruden( 


perfection, and to be as free from all Diſorders o 
the Paſſions, as a ſound and healthy Body is frond 


Pulſe of the Soul beats regularly, and all the Pow: 
ers of it are in a ſtate of Vigor and fit for Action 


of Raſhneſs, nor ſinks into the Lethargy of Su A 
pineneſs and Inactivity In ſhort, when the Soul al 
forms good Deſigns and purſues them by the molt 
proper Means with a juſt Application, not with: 


when it reſolves ſedately, and acts with a well 
temper'd Zeal; it may be ſaid to have % Spiri 
of Por er, and of a ſound Mind, As the Paſſions are 
ill Counſellors, ſo unleſs they are under the go4 
vernment of Reaſon, they are ill Actors, and ot- 
ten in the Tragical way. Their ſudden Heats are of 


poſe, and frequently uſe the moſt improper Means 
of arriving at it. The Extremes therefore that 
they throw us into, are to be avoided with the 
utmolt Caution. This is what we call true Mode- 


direch 


ect our Conduct aright, enable us to perſevere 
our Reſolutions. A Virtue this, that however 
ſunderſtood, and therefore ridiculed, contri- 
es very much to the happineſs of Life, as well 
to avoiding of dangerous Extremes in point of 
agment and Opinion. Thus, for Inſtance, the 
 Monltitution of the Church of England is founded 
true Moderation, as it ſteers between the Ex- 
emes of Popery, and endleſs Separation. And 
vs the Civil Conſtitution of our Country is hap- 
MW; adjuſted in our Legal Liberty, as a Medium 
tween the Abſolute Power of the Prince, and 
centiouſneſs of the Subject. Thus too in the 
oaduct of Life, this equal tenour of Mind is 


ron: . : f Kg 

| Wicipally diſcover'd in the different turns of hu- 
own Affairs, when it is not exalted into Pride and 
:onW'102ance, by a courſe of Affluence and Proſperi- 


nor ſinks into Deſpair and abject Thoughts, 


Su Adverſity and ill Succels. And this 15 the na- 
conf! Effect of true Chriſtian Fortitude ; not only 
noſli it inſpires its Profeſſors with a mean Opinion of 


s World, and mortifies thoſe Paſſions that are 
0apt to ruffle and diſcompoſe the Mind, but 
Wicwiſe as the firm belief of the Divine Provi- 
AMence, is the beſt and moſt powerful inducement 


5171 

ace bear che various Changes and Chances of this 
90 le wich Reſignation and Conſtan ex. 
off bs 4 ſound Mind ſignifies Prudence in our 


onduct, and walking Circumſpettly, in Scripture 
guage, it may probably refer not only 
) avoiding of Scandal by any appearance of | 
vi, but hkewiſe to the declining of all un- 
Wecellary Perſecution and Sufferings, by fair 
id honeſt Arts. For tho? it has been already 
ewn, that true Chriſtian Courage will be attend. 
1 5 ed 


be allow'd to make an impartial judgment of thi 


Suffer (and eſpecially if we conſider how few | 
is, when the Denial of ſome Truth of God, or 
Practice of ſome unlawtul thing, is impoſed uy 
bly eſcape, without meanly deſerting our Rel 
on. In ſuch a Caſe, when our Duty and Saft 


interfere with one another, that is, when to p 


_ ovght, without the leaſt heſitation, to prefer 
eternal Intereſts to thoſe of a ſhort tranſitory Sta 


neither God nor Reaton, have required this at 


TE 
ed with fo ſincere and fervent a love of God, x, 
induce thoſe that are favour'd by Heaven, 
ſo great a Grace, to offer up their Lives a $a 
fice to the Truth and Honour of Religion, ur 
all juſt and proper Occaſions; yet Prudence m 


Occaſions, left we offer the Sacrifice of Fools, 3 
under a pretence of Piety, become really guilty 
Self- Murder. For it is certainly time enough 


qualified for Suffering) when the hard Law of 
evitable Neceſſity lays that Obligation on us I. 


us by a Force and Violence that we cannot po 


ſerve our Lives, we mult betray our Souls, 


But ſince our Lord commands us to be w/e as 
pents, whilſt we are harmleſs as Doves, and allo 
us, when weare perſecuted in one City, the libe 
of hing (for ſecurity no doubt) to another; it m 
be own'd to be lawtul for us to uſe all proper 
thods of eſcaping the rage of Perſecution. it 
therefore far from true Chriſtian Courage, tone 
Voluntiers in Suffering, and ſurrender our II 
without Compulſion, as ſome miſtaken Chriſti 
in the Primitive Ages are ſaid to have done. 


Hands. And if ſome of the firſt Chriſtians c 
mitted an Error, tho” a well-meaning one, on! 
occaſion, at a time when their Religion was 


„ 
by the known Laws of the Empire, how great 
Infatuation are they guilty of; who ſeem to 
rt Perſecution without Neceſſity, and would 
ke a tame ſurrender of thoſe Lives that are ſe- 
ed to them by the Laws of the Land, and all 
juſt Authority and Power in the World? Sure- 
uch Perſons, however Couragious they may 


iry Wn to be; are not qualified for Suffering by a 
gu Mind, and rather deſerve the Chains that 
"4 ine Madmen, than thoſe that adorn a Martyt 
0 | 


ſelus Chriſt: 5 
laving thus explained the meaning of the Spirit 
Power, of Love, and of a Sound Mind, in the Text; 


ow come to the Application of the whole to this 
50 175 Solemnity. „„ i . 
deihermit me on this occaſion; (in tze 
Yat 2 Tim. 1.6. 


ds of the Apoſtle to Timo) to 
up the gift, or Grace, of God that is in you, The 
ordinary juncture of our Affairs at preſent 
juitly demands the exerting of all that Chri- 
WW" Courage I have now diſcourſed of. Certainly 
Times ſpeak aloud, and Things themſelves de- 
re with an 2 beyond mere Words, that 
e is great neceſſity to rouze and ſummon up 
the Powers of our Souls, when we are threat- 
with an Invaſion from abroad, and fear too 


acy to favour that Enterprize, to invite the En- 
to it by their Rebelliovs Tumults, and to aſ- 
him in it when brought to maturity. For 
fi can be the meaning of open Riots and ſuſpe- 
( Treachery, but a formed Reſolution to bring 
on us the two greateſt Calamities that can befal 
Nition, namely Popery and Arbitrary Power 
is, in other words, Slavery both of Soul * 
ly! And it muſt be allow'd to add to the black: 
„ flleſs 


ny at home are engaged in an unnatural Con- 


Danger of the Church, whilſt it is really unde 


A Settof Men, who have nothing but the ſound( 


Falſhood and Diſſi mulation, into a ſurrender 9 


| lation of ſome of its Doctrines, and by rendrin 


there are more than Rumours of War without, ant 
we are ſure there are Fears enough within, it he 


it is our Duty not to entertain any deſpondil! 


_ often and ſo fignally interpoſed in our Deliverant 
However, it is incumbent on us, in that Capacii 
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„ 
neſs of the Storm that ſeems to be gathering ab) 
our Church and State, that there is too much re 


ſon to apprehend there are Falſe Brethren am 
us; who are ever haranguing on the pretend 


mined by themſelves under a Maſque of Zeal for j 


Loyalty in their Mouths, Rebellion in their Heart 
and indeed Swords of late in their Hands. W 
have learned the Art of eluding the moſt Saen 
Tyes of Society, and have the Aſſurance to tale th 
moſt ſolemn Oaths to the Government, in ordert 
have an opportunity to inſult and betray it with 
better Grace. Who, in ſhort, blow up the Paſſio 
of the unthinking Multitude, by all the Arts 


their own Native Liberty, and ſeem to prep 
the way for a return to Popery, by an open pil 


it leſs the Averſion of the preſent Generation, ti 
it ſo juſtly was of our Fore-fathers. 
In ſuch a complication of ill Circumſtances, he 


comes us to prepare our ſelves for encountring Di 
ficulties, and conſider how we may arm our Mind 
againſt the worſt that can poſſibly happen. It vu 
been ſhewn before, that God has not given us 
Spirit of Fear, but of Power. As we are Chriſtians 
and thoſe too of the pureſt Form and Profefiion 


Thoughts of that good Providence which hast 


to fortify our Minds againſt all Contingencies Oral 


uncertain World, hy qualifying them for rhe 4 
; | | 1 ris 
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i, and the undergoing all that Miſery which 
ur moſt ſucceſsful Enemies can inflict upon us. 
at ince enough has already been ſaid upon 
at Subject, and fince the Chriſtian Religion 
15 made no innovation to the prejudice of our Ci- 
|| Liberties, it becomes us, both of the Clergy and 
ity, to conſider we are Exgliſhmen, and as ſuch, 
pat with a Vigour and Zeal ſuited to our reſpe- 
ive Stations, and proportionable to our true an— 
cnt Engli{h Conſtitution. However private and 
bicure our Condition and State of Life may be, 
in our Power to contribute to the preſervation 
four Conſtitution, by paying all due Obedience 
othe Higher Powers, by our conſtant Prayers to 
0d for the ſucceſs of the labours of our Superiors 
or the Publick Good, and by ſtadying to be Quiet, 
nd do our on Buſineſs, If we are placed by provi 
ence in Poſts of Juſtice and Government, as theſe 


lick Character afſign*d us, and the eminent Truſt 
epoſed in us, thoſe Magiſtrates may be ſaid by no un- 
haritable Conſtruction, to betray their Country and 
moſt important Intereſts, who do not exert them» 


re KlvcS1n any Popular Commotions and diſturbances 
the Publick Peace. If they are either Fainthearted, 


d dare not act in ſuch difficult Conjunctures of Affairs, 
r think it a piece of Diſcretion and Prudence, to fit 
y lilently, and ſecure themſelves by a falſe Eaſe, 
Wit the reſt of the World is in Confuſion about 
hem; ſuch Magiſtrates are themſelves guilty of 
|| thoſe publick Diſorders which they do not take 
are either to prevent or remedy. For to what end 
nd purpoſe are they raiſed to higher Stations than 
others, but to take a larger Proſpect of things, and 
onlequently have a wider Influence on the reſt of 

Mankind ? If then from the loweſt Officer that 
— preſideg 


equire a more active Genius, anſwerable to the pu- 


(20): | 

preſides in a Pariſh to the higheſt that ſubordinat 
ly governs a County, any are found in other pa 
of the Nation, that think not fit to interpoſe 
appeaſing the Inſurrections of the deluded part 
the People, and are negligent in extinguiſhi 
thoſe Flames, that if blown up more hiercely ; 
united together, would endanger a publick Conf 
gration; ' ſuch Perſons, I ſay, are evidently u 
worthy of their Commiſſions and publick Cha 
Qter, as being falſe to their Country either out 
the moſt abject Fear or traiterous Corrupti 
For it is Notorious, that the late, not to ſay, p 
ſent Riots and Tumults, might have been if 
in their infancy, if they that are intruſted with t 
Execution of Juſtice had performed their reſpedti 
Obligations with any degree of Courage, Honoi 
or Conduct. But it is to be hoped, that how! 
excuſable ſoever the Behaviour of ſome Perſons m 
have been, all Invaſion of the Property of any th 
are under the Protection of the Law, will be. 
fectually reſtrained hereafter by the wiſe Care u 
juſt Precautions of the Legiſlature; ſince ſuch At 
of Violence are not only contrary to natural Eq 
ty and poſitive Law, but it is uncertain where iu 
a Seditious Storm may burſt another time, and 
what body of Men it may next diſcharge its Fu 
when it is directed by more artful Hands behil 
amo_ h 1 
That we have all the Reaſon in the World tos 
ert our Courage in fo critical a Juncture, * 
very little time or Argument to evince. For 0 
ever Men may flatter themſelves with vain Hof 
that either ſtudy to deceive others, or are deceif 
themſelves, and reſolved to perſiſt in their Err 
nothing leſs than the abſolute Ruine of our Chun 
and State is to be expected, if God for — d 
( „„ CO IO ere be, ns. a | | hg 


hould abandon us to the Fury of our Enemies, and 


Nat | 

pale Succeſs to the Attempts of the Pretender to 
be Ne Crown, as carried on by a reſtleſs diſaffected 
it Nirty at Home, in expectation of Aſſiſtance from 


road. They muſt be ſanguine to a degree of 
upidity, and entirely ignorant of the nature of 
Revenge, of Popery, and unlimitted Power, that 
an hope for any other Conſequence of ſo great a 
Iulgment from Heaven than the blackeſt Perſecu- 
don in the Wotld, a total ſubverſion of our Church 
and Civil Liberties and probably the Extirpation 


par the whole Reformed Religion. © 
100 But notwithſtanding this Malancholy View, it 
h os Evident (God be thanked) that we have not the 
di of Fear, but of Power, and that there is no 
noi hatt reaſon to deſpair of overcoming thoſe Dangers 
i that ſurround us. When we recollect the many 


nitances of Wiſdom and Valour, that have been 
{ highly applauded by all Europe, and given by 
him whom God in his gracious Providence has 


e placed upon the Throne of theſe Realms, all that 
bare any real Zeal for our Conſtitution in Church 
E and State, cannot but rejoyce that a Prince of ſo 
: [UMWorcat Conduct and Experience is at the Head of our 
d M4 fairs in ſuch a Criſis, and conſequently enter- 


uin well-grounded Hopes, that he will in due 
time extricate us out of all our difficulties, and make 
us once again a flouriſhing and happy People. A 
Prince, whoſe Intereſt is inſeparable from that af 
the Publick, and who has reſolution enough to pus 
ſve the true ends of Government, and {hew that 
he is 4 Miniſter of God to us for good, A Prince, 
that not only has the Spirit of Love for the true 
Proteſtant Intereſt , but that likewiſe of 4 found 
Mind to diſcern between Good and Evil, between 
Pretence and Reality, and of Power too, to protect 
n 1 ; e RSS — ; | and | 
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them, we cannot reaſonably doubt of the g00 
Succeſs of thoſe Counſels that are proſecuted wit 


mon Rights of Mankind, but of our own admit 


the Genius of Engliſhmen againſt the menaces! 
the moſt Oppreſſive and Tyrannical Power; wh 
i it takes place, muſt unavoidably end in the 0 


and reward good Subjects, and execute Juſtice up 
Criminals of what Rank or Figure ſoever. Wh, 
we conſider again the Unanimity and Firmneſ 
the great Council of the Land, and the perfe 
Harmony of the ſeveral parts of the Legiſlative g 
dy with the Head that animates and preſides gy 


ſo much Vigour, by the joynt Concurrence of; 
the juſt Authority that our Conſtitution allows 
When we again reflect on an apparent Majorit 
of thoſe that are Faithful iz the Land, and truet 
the Intereſt of their Country, and eſpecially int 
great Metropolis, in contra- diſtinction to tho 
that have Eyes and ſee not, have Ears and hear u 
neither underſtand the Signs of the Times , by tl 
Blefling of God we ſhall rejoyce in a Succeſsſul! 
ſue of Things, and triumph over all Oppoſitio 
But the goodneſs of the Cauſe we are engaged 
will molt effeQuually raiſe our Spirits, and diſſipe 
our Fears, when we conſider that it is the Vind 
cation of the beſt Church that is now to be fou 
in the World, and therefore of true Chriſtianity 
ſelf, if it be ſtil) in being, againſt the moſt ſcandals 
Metamorphoſis of the Goſpel of Chriſt into dat 
ſtable Superſtition, and Anti-chriſtian. Idolatr 
That it is a neceſſary Defence not only of the Co 


ble Conſtitution of Government, ſuited bet tot 
nature of Reaſonable Creatures, and eſpecially! 


of the moſt Valuable thing in this World, al 
therefore highly worth contending for, I mean, 0 
Legal Liberty. 275 1 


( 27 ? 


up But chiefly have we reaſon to lift up our Heads with joy 
VS be ſtrong and of a good Courage, becauſe we are enti- 
ef to che Favour of the great God, the King of Kings, 


{Lord of Lords, the Supreme Arbiter of all Events, by 
e evident Juſtice of our Cauſe. It is he that has Provi- 
tially placed his preſent Majeſty on the Throne of his 
iceſtors, and we truſt will ſupport him with his Arm of 
maipotence in the Poſſeſſion of it. This we have rea- 
n to hope the God of Juſtice will perform, becauſe bis 
le to it is 1aconteſtable, as being eſtabliſned on the 
mndamental Laws of our Conſtitution. For ſuch have 
en proved to be not only the particular Laws of the 
mication of the Succeſſion to the Crown, enacted ſince 
e late Happy Revolution, but by the Confeſſion of all, 
it Law is granted to be ſuch which was enacted by the 
nowned Elixabeth, as Declarative of our 8 
tieat Conſticution on that behalf, and as Vid. Statut. 


FT 3d 2 
ug expreſſive of the Juſtice of all thoſe Li- jar og Elizz 
ful Haions that are made by Perſons inveſ tet 


Ith the Supreme Executive and Legiſlative Authority. 
hich Authority has been ſo amply Recognized both in 
d out of Parliament, and fo ſolemnly Acknowledged to 
ve Reſided in thoſe that Limited the preſent Succeſſion, 
at nothing but the groſſeſt ignorance, in conjunction with 
infatuation of Party- Prejudice, can betray Men into 
a Miſtakes as under a pretence of Conſcience would 


gal o us into irrecoverable Diſtractions, and at laſt into 
** wnwright Ruine. I ſay, pretence of Conſcience, ſince 
* le Particular Laws that are eſtabliſhed among us, ovght 
) ! 


be ſubmitted ro and acquieſced in by all in Virtue of 
general Law of the Goſpel, which (without any ſpe- 
cation of Conſtitut ions) commands Obedience to all 

ful Higher Powers. And ſuch our Preſent ones have 
0, tothe Confuſion of our Adverſaries, not only Af- 


ed but Proved to be. e 
aving thus ſhewn (in the Language of St. Paul) that 
has not given us the Spirit of Fear but of Power, and 
t we are in nothing terrified by our Adverſaries, of whoſe 
Vices we are not ignorant; give me leave to add (in St. 
er Style,) that if we /i fer jor Righteouſneſs 

e, and not as Evil-doers, we ovght not to 1 * 
ef their Terrors, neither be troubled, 77 

* 


ple, and for the Cities (as well as Houſe) of eur God: A 


06 
but ſanctiſy the Lori God in aur Hearts, as having 4 good cy 
ſcience; that they that ſpeak evil of us may be aſhamed, 4 
falſly accuſing our good Converſation in Chriſt, However 
hope better things of this Aſſembly, and things that accom, 
pany Salvation, tho? JI thus ſpeak; For as we are Not 0 
them that draw back unto Perdition, and meditate a Retyyy 
into Egypt, ſo being conſcious of the Juſtice of our Cauſe 
we ought to be able to give an Anſwer to every Man thy 
asks us the Reaſon of the hope that is in us. Let us then H 
ever ready to aſſert that Cauſe againſt the Cavils of per- 
verſe and unreaſonable Men, and ſhew that genuine loi 
of our Country, as to vſe all our Perſonal Intereſt, an 
the Authority of our reſpeQive Stations in the Defence 
of our Conſtitution; and if it be neceſſary, employ our 
Swords, as well as our Tongues and Pens, in Vindication 
of it. Let us convince all the World that we are endu. 
ed with that Soundneſs of Mind, as ſteadily to adhere, thy! 
evil and good Report, to the moſt certain Standard of the 
publick good, our Eſtabliſhed Laws and Religion, Let 
us cheartully /ubmit to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord. 
fake, in a perfe& abhorrence and deteſtation of thoſe Re- 
bellious Tumults of incenſed and undiſcerning Multitudes 
that are the preſent Reproach of our Country. Let us be 
Obedient not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, u 
That Sacred Perſon, who is not only our Rightful Sore- 
reign, but adorns the Crown be wears with a diſtioguiſhe 
Luſtre of Perſonal Virtues. ' Let us offer up inceſſancly our 
moſt fervent Prayers, that God would bleſs his Council 
and defend his Perſon from all open Violence and ſecret 
Conſpiracy.; Let us by the Advice of no leſs a Perſon that 
Solomon himſelf, ſear the Lord and the King,, 
and. meddle not with them that are given to tte. 24. 2% 
Change. Let theſe things fink down into our Ears; for # 
is not 4 Vain thing for us becauſe it is our Life 
Let us, to Conclude all in the Emphatical Deut. 32. f 
words of Holy Scripture, be of good Courage and (vpon i 
proper Occaſions) behave our ſelves Valiæntly for our 11 


let the Lord do that which is good in his Sight. 
New to God the Father, . 


e 
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